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HEARTSAVER AED RESCUER TREATMENT ALGORITHM 

Emergency Cardiac Care Pending Arrival of Emergency Medical Personnel 
 

 

Unresponsive 
Start the ABCSs: 
- Airway: Open Airway 
- Breathing: Check breathing 
  (look, listen, and feel) 

Unresponsive – 911- AED: 
- Check if responsive 
- Call 911 
- Get AED 

Yes, Breathing Not Breathing 

- Give 2 slow breaths 
   (1 ½ to 2 seconds per breath) 
- Circulation: Check for a pulse 

Yes, Pulse 

- If breathing adequate: place in the recovery position 
- If breathing inadequate: start rescue breathing 
  (1 breath every 5 seconds) 
- Monitor pulse (every 30 to 60 seconds) 

No Pulse 

- Start rescue breathing (1breath every 5 seconds) 
- Monitor pulse (every 30 seconds) 

Do CPR (until AED arrives and is ready to attach): 
- Start chest compressions (80 to 100 per minute) 
- Start rescue breathing (10 to 12 breaths per minute) 
- Ratio of 15 compressions to 2 breaths 

Defibrillate (AED on scene): 
- POWER ON the AED first! 
- ATTACH AED electrode pads (stop chest 
compressions for pad placement) 
- ANALYZE (“Clear!”) 
- SHOCK (“Clear!”) up to 3 times if advised 

After 3 shocks or after any “no shock indicated”: 
- Check pulse 
- I no pulse: Perform CPR for 1 minute 

Memory aide for “no shock indicated”: 
- Check pulse 
- If pulse: check breathing 
- If inadequate breathing: start rescue breathing 
  (1 breath every 5 seconds) 
- If adequate breathing: place in the recovery position 
- If no pulse, analyze rhythm: repeat “shock indicated” 
  or “no shock indicated” sequences 

Check pulse: if absent: 
- Press ANALYZE 
- Defibrillate 
- Repeat 3 times 




